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Chapter 8:  Tail Gunner Joe

Directions: Read the entire chapter before answering these questions.  They are in no particular order and are designed to make you think and summarize what you have read.

1. How did Joseph McCarthy become, for a time, one of the most powerful people in the country?  First, Senator McCarthy lied to win election to the Senate, and then he lied about communists in the U.S. government.  His charges were often totally made up and he intimidated others.  Many feared confronting him because they too would be labeled as a communist.  The press did not challenge him and seemed to enjoy the “show.”
2. What is HUAC?  The House of Representatives set up a committee called the House Un-American Activities Committee.  It ruined lives.  HUAC decided to investigate the movie industry.
3. What does it mean to be blacklisted and who might be a candidate for blacklisting?  It means that your name is put on a list and you are not allowed to work in that industry.  Some who were blacklisted had been former members of the Communist Party, attended communist meetings (perhaps out of curiosity) or refused to answer questions posed by HUAC.  Blacklisting occurred quite often in the movie industry.
4. Who are the following people and what do they have in common:  Edward R. Murrow, Ralph Flanders, Lillian Hellman, and Margaret Chase Smith?  Edward R. Murrow was a television news man.  Ralph Flanders was a U.S. Senator from Vermont.  Lillian Hellman was a playwright.  Margaret Chase Smith was a Senator from Maine.  All of these courageous individuals spoke out against the actions of Joseph McCarthy.  They can all be credited with bringing McCarthyism to an end.
5.  What is your feeling about what Senator McCarthy and HUAC were doing as it relates to the Constitution?  The first amendment guarantees the Right to Free Speech.  What was going on here is a clear violation of first amendment rights.  It is surprising to see this being allowed to happen.  The fear of communism must have been immense and pervasive because otherwise it does not make sense.
6.  What events brought about McCarthy’s demise (downfall)?  Well-known people began to stand up to McCarthy.  Murrow made a film about him that shocked many people.  The televised Army-McCarthy hearings showed his bullying tactics.  Eventually he was censured by the Senate and the country grew tired of his witch hunts.
The author explains that McCarthy was helped by anti-communist feelings, the silence of people who were afraid of him and the media who thought of him as a “story.”  Discuss how this 1950s attack on Americans’ civil rights compares with other incidents in our history.  You must compare to at least two other incidents.
	Incident #1:  Red Scare during World War I, Japanese internment camps, the treatment of Arab Americans after the World Trade Center attack in 2001, fear of Senator Obama and accusations that he was a Muslim, etc.

	Incident #2:


