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The Hawaiian Islands

Background: In 1802 American missionaries began arriving in the Hawaiian Islands to convert the Hawaiians to Christianity. After that U.S. businessmen arrived to start sugar plantations. As their influence grew they forced the Hawaiian king, Kalakaua, to accept a constitution to give the planters more power in the islands. When the king died and his sister, Queen Liliuokalani, came to the throne and the planters forced her out of power and took over the islands in the name of the United States government without the approval of President Cleveland. 

Assignment: You investigate both sides of the issue of annexation of the Hawaiian Islands on behalf of the United States. President Cleveland trusts you to present both perspectives, the U.S. side and the Hawaiian side, and come to a recommendation for him and the United States on what should be done in Hawaii. You will write a letter to the President with your suggestion.  The letter will be completed in Google Classroom.
Step 1: Conduct research on the missionaries’ and planters’ perspective on Hawaii.

Step 2: Conduct research on the Hawaiian perspective on the issue of annexation. 

Step 3: Write President Cleveland with your recommendation.

- Paragraph #1 – Introduction. Tell the President the background of the issue.

- Paragraph #2 – Explanation of the issues, both perspectives. You must use at least 2 pieces of evidence you collected for both sides of the issue. (4 pieces of evidence in total)

- Paragraph #3 – Conclusion, wrapping it up.  Explain to the President why the country needs to annex the islands or give them back to the Hawaiians.

* Remember you are writing to the President of the United States of America. Check your spelling and grammar.  You want a professional looking letter.

Directions:

Go to your teacher’s website, there you will be able to access the documents and video that you will need in order to conduct your historical research.  You will be taking notes as you research on a separate piece of paper and turning it in with your rubric. You will also be completing a graphic organizer for your writing that you will turn in. 

Although four sources have been provided for you, it is highly encouraged that you do research outside of the classroom. 
Document #1: This documents is an overview of the Hawaiian situation.  You are to read and take notes. 
Document #2: This document is a more detailed overview of the Hawaiian situation. You are to read the article and take notes.  You will want to write down any important facts that you will need to have when writing your letter to President Cleveland.
Document #3: This is a political cartoon from the time period of the Hawaiian annexation. You are to analyze the cartoon and write down your opinion of what you think the artist was trying to say in the cartoon.
Document #4: This video is a brief history of Queen Liliuokalani.  Please use your ear buds/ headphones when viewing the video. Take notes so that you can use the information in your letter. 
Rubrics:
	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	SS: Role of important people and events in U.S. history.
	Facts are beyond what was explicitly taught in the course.
	Student accurately describes the people/events involved in the annexation of Hawaii and present at least 2 pieces of evidence from both sides of the issue.
	Student describes general events/people of the annexation of Hawaii but key details are missing and/or overly simplistic.  
	Student description is minimal and/or contains substantial errors.

	Lit (W): Text type and purposes (Constructs sound arguments)
	Unique or complex claim. Highly effective organization. Complex evidence. Explains the relationship between examples and details so the reader completely understands the perspectives being presented. Conclusion compels the reader to take action and/or provides them with a strong sense of resolution.
	Logical organizational structure. Supports claims with accurate data and evidence from credible sources. Describes how it supports the claim. Provides a conclusion that supports the argument.
	Introduction identifies a claim that is relevant to the prompt. Clear organizational structure. Evidence is relevant to the claim.  Conclusion establishes a sense of closure
	With help can achieve a 2.

	DLP: Critical and Creative Thinking and Problem Solving 

(Constructing Support)
	In addition to “3” requirements the student provides an in depth analysis of whether the Hawaiian Islands should be annexed or returned to the possession of the Hawaiian people in a professionally formatted letter to President Cleveland.
	Presents evidence that logically supports the choice of whether or not the Hawaiian Islands should be annexed or given back to the Hawaiians. Provides evidence based on the provided resources.
	Presents limited evidence and/or no explanation of how evidence supports your choice. 

Explanations are missing or basic.
	Present insufficient evidence (missing explanations and some required number of examples)

	PSR: Work Completion and Effort
	
	The assignment is turned in on the due date.
	
	The assignment was turned in late.


Your final letter to President Cleveland will be due by the end of the class period Monday December 7, 2015 in Google Classroom. 
NO EXCEPTIONS.

