Unit 3 – Cold War

A.  Government structures and sources of conflict between individuals/nations

1.  Students will be able to explain the meaning of Cold War.

2.  Students will be able to identify key countries involved in the Cold War.

3.  Students will be able to locate Cold War adversaries on a world map.
4.  Students will be able to explain the purpose of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
5.  Students will be able to explain the purpose of the Warsaw Pact.

6.  Students will be able to explain the role of Joseph McCarthy in American politics.

7.  Students will be able to describe American fears associated with the spread of communism.

B.  Space Race

1.  Students will be able to describe the development of the Soviet Union’s (USSR) space capability.

2.  Students will be able to describe the mood of “typical” Americans when Sputnik orbited the earth.

3.  Students will be able to describe the development of American space capability.

4.  Students will be able to describe why the USSR and USA sought to “be first” in space related accomplishments.

5.  Students will be able to compare the space accomplishments of the USSR and USA.

6.  Students will be able to describe the role of President John F. Kennedy in the American space program.

7.  Students will be able to describe the major accomplishments of the Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo space programs.

8.  Students will be able to describe key events in the first successful moon landing.

9.  Students will be able to summarize current American involvement in space.

10.  Students will be able to list the ways American involvement in space impacts their daily lives.

11.  Students will be able to compare the costs and benefits of American involvement in space flight and exploration.
12.  Students will be able to describe American space tragedies: Apollo 1, Apollo 13, Challenger, and Columbia.

13.  Students will support a claim that either the US or USSR “won” the space race.
C.  The Cold War gets hot (Korean War, Vietnam War, and the Cuban Missile Crisis)

1.  Students will be able to locate North Korea, South Korea, Japan, and China on a map of the Far East.

2.  Students will be able to explain why American leaders decided to send forces to defend South Korea.

3.  Students will be able to describe key military and diplomatic events of the Korean War.

4.  Students will be able to explain the impact of China’s entry into the Korean War.

5.  Students will be able to summarize the outcome of the Korean War.

6.  Students will be able to explain the current role of America on the Korean Peninsula.
7.  Students will be able to evaluate the performance of President Harry Truman during the Cold War era.

8.  Students will be able to explain the concept of an “iron curtain.”

9.  Students will be able to explain the concept of “containment.”

10.  Students will be able to explain the purpose of the Berlin Airlift.

11.  Students will be able to explain the purpose of the Marshall Plan.

12.  Students will be able to evaluate the effectiveness of the Marshall Plan.

13.  Students will be able to explain the concept of “arms race.”

14.  Students will be able to evaluate the performance of President Dwight Eisenhower during the Cold War era.

15.  Students will be able to locate the Soviet Union, Cuba and Florida on a world map.

16.  Students will be able to explain why American leaders decided to confront the Soviet Union on the installation of missiles in Cuba.

17.  Students will be able to describe key military and diplomatic events associated with the Cuban Missile Crisis.

18.  Students will be able to evaluate the performance of President John F. Kennedy during the Cold War era (Space Race, Vietnam, Cuban Missile Crisis).

19.  Students will be able to summarize the outcome of the Cuban Missile Crisis.

20.  Students will be able to locate North Vietnam, South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, and Cambodia on a map of the Far East.

21.  Students will be able to explain why American leaders decided to send forces to assist South Vietnam in its war with North Vietnam.

22.  Students will be able to describe key military and diplomatic events of the Vietnam War.

23.  Students will be able to evaluate the costs and benefits associated with American involvement in the Vietnam War.
24.  Students will be able to describe key events leading to the end of American involvement in the Vietnam War.

25.  Students will be able to evaluate the performance of President Richard Nixon in ending the Vietnam War.
26.  Students will be able to list American lessons learned from involvement in the Vietnam War.

27.  Explain the progression of the Vietnam War from the French involvement to the end of the signing of the peace treaty.  

28.  Explain the significance of the draft in the Vietnam War.

29.  Describe the ways men got out of the draft, both legally and illegally.

30.  Describe the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong’s war tactics.

31.  Describe guerrilla warfare and its impact on the Vietnam War.

32.  Explain the unconventional weapons and tactics that the Vietnamese and United States used during the war.

33.  Explain the ways people expressed their opinions about the Vietnam War in the 1960’s and 1970’s.

34.  Demonstrate your understanding of Hawks and Doves during the Vietnam War.

35.  Describe the Tet Offensive and its impact on public opinion and President Johnson’s decision not to run again.

36.  Explain the cultural differences between the US Soldiers and Vietnamese people and what impact these differences had on the war.

37.  Students will be able to explain the current relationships between America and Vietnam.
38.  Students will be able to advocate a course of action toward North Korea.
D.  The Cold War Subsides 

1.  Students will be able to describe President Richard Nixon’s initiatives to “open up” (normalize) relations with China.
2.  Students will be able to describe key events leading to the resignation of President Richard Nixon. 
3.  Students will be able to explain how the former Speaker of the House (Gerald Ford) replaced President Nixon.
4.  Students will be able to locate Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Russia, and Belarus on a map of Europe and Asia.

5.  Students will be able to describe key events leading to the fall of the Soviet Union.

6.  Students will be able to describe the role of Russian Premier Mikhail Gorbachev in the restructuring of the Soviet Union’s political and economic structure.

7.  Students will be able to explain changes in political structures and nations following the fall of the Soviet Union.
